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FORM 6                  CANDIDATE EVIDENCE RECORD
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	Professional Discussion record – During the last planning meeting we agreed that we would have a professional discussion around the following question:

Q1  How would you feel if you were asked to support a patient who is refusing to take their medication and you suspect this might have a detrimental impact on their illness ?  Outline what you would do.
It may feel difficult  - however as their IMHA  it would be my role to listen to the patients views on why they were refusing.  It may be that the side effects of the medication are making them feel even worse than the condition they are being treated for.  They may want me to support them to get their voice heard with regard to this matter.

But I would support the patient in exploring options and exploring likely outcomes.  For example they may want a second opinion on their treatment and care, they may want information about alternative medication or alternative forms of treatment.  Under the MHA and code of Practice a patient has the right to information and support of an IMHA regarding:

· Any medical treatment they are receiving or might be given

· The reasons for the treatment (or proposed treatment)

· The legal authority for providing that treatment and the safeguards and other requirements of the Act which would apply to that treatment.

· They may want to make a complaint about their treatment and care which would by my role as an IMHA to support them in this.

· The patient has a right to their personal view and the IMHAs role is to help them express that view not to have an opinion themselves on the impact of the illness / effect of the medication.
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